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Report Objective  
The purpose of this report is to set out the method in which Moanmore Lower Green Energy 
initiated and carried out meaningful community consultation and engagement in the 
geographical area surrounding the site of the proposed wind farm. This consultation process 
represents Moanmore Lower Green Energy’s continued commitment to actively engage with 
the community, to place value on their contribution and involvement, and to ensure their 
views and queries were taken into consideration as plans for the proposed wind farm 
developed. 

Community Engagement Guidelines  
In relation to national guidance on community engagement and consultation for wind energy 
developments, the Wind Energy Development Guidelines (Department of Environment, 
Heritage and Local Government, 2006) state that: “While it is not a mandatory requirement, it 
is strongly recommended that developers of a wind energy project should engage in active 
consultation and dialogue with the local community at an early stage in the planning process, 
ideally prior to submitting a planning application”.  The Draft Revised Wind Energy Guidelines 
(Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government, 2019) build on this 
recommendation, and state that, “It is essential that local communities are properly involved 
in the planning process, as early inclusion improves confidence in the openness and fairness 
of the planning process”. They further suggest that to promote best practice, “planning 
authorities should require applicants to prepare and submit a Community Report with their 
planning application” and that “a condition on any subsequent planning permission should 
require developers to carry out the development in accordance with the approved 
Community Report”.  Both the 2006 Wind Energy Development Guidelines and the 2019 Draft 
Revised Wind Energy Guidelines have been taken into consideration in the approach to 
community consultation. 
 
Project Renaming 
After careful consideration, the proposed project was renamed from Moanmore South Green 
Energy to Moanmore Lower Green Energy to better reflect the geographical location of the 
site. This was purely a name change, and there were no alterations to the plans, objectives, or 
scope of the project that were publicly communicated as a result. This was shared on the 
project website on the main project overview page in September, 2024. All lines of 
communication to the project team remain open to date.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RECEIVED: 08/05/2025



4 
 

Project Overview  
The proposed project is a 3-turbine wind farm, located on a site neighbouring the townland of 
Moanmore, near Kilkee, Co. Clare. 

 

 

Figure 1: Proposed Moanmore Lower Green Energy Wind Farm Location 

The Community Team 
The Community Team comprised of the Project Manager; Harry Harbison, Communications 
Manager; Nadine Walsh and the Community Liaison Officer (CLO); Dr Susan Byrne. Dr Byrne 
and Nadine Walsh responded to all incoming queries via phone, email and face-to-face 
interactions with the residents of the community.  

Community Benefits  
 Environmental: Based on the current project scope, the proposed development has the 

potential to displace over 8,000 tonnes of CO2 each year and provide the capacity to 
power in the region of 7,500 homes. 

 Employment: The development will support employment in the energy supply and 
construction/maintenance sectors, creating approximately 25 direct and indirect jobs.  
The team is committed to working with local suppliers where possible to source engineering 
works, materials, equipment hire and catering. 

 Financial: In line with the Community Benefit Fund Guidelines, governed by the Sustainable 
Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI), and based on the current project scope, the 
development will generate a Community Benefit Fund estimated at €1.1 million over the 
first 15 years of operation. This amounts to approximately €75,000 per annum. Moanmore 
Lower Green Energy will work in partnership with residents in the local area to form a 
committee to oversee the administration of the Community Benefit Fund. The committee 
will be established once the project successfully completes the planning permission 
process and the necessary grid connection process. The value of the annual fund will be 
dependent upon energy production, a worked example of the community benefit fund is 
shown in Figure 2 below:  
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Figure 2: Worked example of how the Community Benefit Fund is allocated 

 
 

 
Strategy Objectives 
The primary aim of the community engagement strategy is to share project information relating 
to the proposed development, thereby providing the community with the necessary 
information to arrive at well-informed opinions regarding the development. It was also of 
importance to share information regarding the current climate crisis and how this 
development can play a role in building a more sustainable community for future generations.  

The Approach  
Moanmore Lower Green Energy strives for transparent and interactive engagement with the 
communities surrounding the proposed development. The aim is to develop a wind farm that 
will address the four pillars of sustainability: human, social, environmental, and economic.  

 

Research 
 Housing Registrar: Mapping of the area to identify houses within 2km of the project. A 

suitable route is identified for door-to-door consultation with residents within 1km.  
 Electoral District: Research is conducted to identify locally elected public representatives 

including County Councillors, TDs and Senators that represent the local area.  
 Community Overview: Using social media and online research, key community groups 

are identified such as schools, religious organisations, sports clubs, local charities, and 
businesses.  
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Community Engagements Detail 
The table below provides a timeline and description of the consultation undertaken to date.  

Date  Description of Activity  
20 July 2022 Project Website Launched    

www.moanmoresouthgreenenergy.ie  
22 July 2022 Article in Clare Champion on 22 July 2022 
20 July 2022 Letter and Brochure posted to each household within 1 km of the 

project  
20 July 2022 Letter and Brochure posted to each household within 2 km of the 

project 
02 August 2022 Door-to-door visits to households within 1km of the proposed project site. 

Engaged with 20 residents and left a note and leaflet with 22 residents. 
Previous conversations were had with landowners (4). A total of 46 
residential properties within 1km of the proposed turbines.  
When nobody was not at home, an information pack was left for the 
resident where possible.  

11 August 2022 Calls to Local Representatives re: the proposed project   
12 August 2022 Follow-up email with letters and project leaflet issued to councillors 
1 September 2024 Website update detailing the name change for the proposed project 
16 April 2025 Postal mailout to all households within 1 km of the project advising of the 

upcoming planning application submission and a leaflet with answers to 
the most frequently asked questions.  

Ongoing Face-to-face meetings are available for any community member who 
requests them. Communication with residents continues via phone calls 
and email on the dedicated email and phone line.  

Table 1: Public consultation events undertaken by Moanmore South Green Energy 
 

 

 

Online Communication  
The proposed development’s website, www.moanmorelowergreenenergy.ie, went live in 
July 2022. This represented the launch of the community engagement program. The website 
is the key information hub, providing information regarding all aspects of the development 
such as company information, contact details, project-specific details and information on 
renewable energy. The website was developed with access for both mobile and desktop 
viewing. Where residents could not access the website, printed versions of all documents 
were posted and in some cases, hand delivered to the requestee.   

Key pages 

• Project Information - Includes the when, where and why of the project, including a 
proposed timeline, project detail and area map. 

• Benefits - Sharing the potential benefits, including the community benefit fund, carbon 
offset, and the number of homes that could be powered by the proposed project.  

• Key Questions- Answering the most frequently asked questions site for residents to 
review. 

• About us - Detailed information on the company behind the proposed project.  
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Resources 
Numerous materials were publicly available on the project website such as project leaflets, 
maps and information on Climate Change. Resources were also distributed offline during 
various phases of the public consultation process during door-to-door engagement and at the 
public consultation event and wind farm tours. Printed copies of all materials were also posted 
upon request and the project’s key information leaflet was posted to residents within c. 2km of 
the project area.  

The list of resources included a letter and leaflet with project information, and a brochure 
detailing the effects of climate change and Ireland’s renewable energy targets. 

Press 
An article was placed in the Clare Champion Newspaper on 22th July  2022, to announce 
the commencement of the community consultation for the Moanmore Lower Green Energy 
Project.  
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Mail  
On the 20th  of July 2022 a letter and brochure were posted to households within an 
approximate distance of 2km of the proposed project.  
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Information Leaflet  
The leaflet shown below was delivered to each household within an approximate distance of 
2km of the proposed project via post and also available to download from the website.  
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Mail  
On the 16th  of April 2025 a letter and brochure were posted to households within an 
approximate distance of 1km of the proposed project advising of the upcoming planning 
application submission and a leaflet answering frequently asked questions. 
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Door-to-Door 
Over a period of one week, commencing 2nd August 2022, the CLO visited thirty-six residential 
properties located within 1km of each proposed turbine. The team spoke to thirteen residents 
and left contact details in the form of a signed and dated postcard in another thirteen 
occupied properties. Ten properties were either derelict, empty or newly built and not yet 
occupied. A leaflet outlining climate change, renewable energy and government targets was 
provided to residents who wanted more information.  

Post the initial door-to-door engagement, fourteen telephone calls and nine email 
correspondences were recorded. All correspondences were replied to promptly, the majority 
of which within a 48-hour time frame.  

A leaflet outlining climate change, renewable energy and government targets was provided 
to residents who requested further information.  
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Engagement with Local Representatives 
Personal emails and phone calls to all local area representatives including councillors and 
TDs occurred in August of 2024.  

 

Website Analytics 
The project website has received over 1000 visitors to date with the average user spending just 
under one minute on the site reviewing the proposed project’s details.  

 

 
Telephone Consultation 
Dedicated project lines (061 975 200 / 086 852 5000) were opened in July of 2022 with business 
hours of Monday – Friday from 9 – 5 pm for the community to discuss the proposed 
development with the Community Liaison Officer (CLO). This phone number is published on 
the website and is added to all printed materials. This service remains open to date.  

Email Consultation 
A dedicated email address: info@moanmorelowergreenenergy.ie was managed and 
monitored daily by the project’s CLO. All emails received were responded to in a timely 
manner and phone and in person consultations were offered to those seeking additional 
support.  

Ongoing Contact 
Throughout all stages of the development, a dedicated Community Liaison Officer for the 
project will be contactable by phone and email. The frequency and nature of interactions 
and communications will be dependent on the stage of development. As the project 
advances, updates relating to the project’s status and activity will be posted to the project 
website. 
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Online Survey  
The survey on the Moanmore Lower Green Energy site allows the community to share their 
views on the proposed wind farm project. It gathers feedback on climate change concerns, 
support for renewable energy, local wind power, and interest in community involvement. 
Participants can express their knowledge of the project’s economic benefits and the 
Community Benefit Fund, as well as their willingness to engage further. Optional contact details 
can be provided for follow-up. 

The survey can be accessed here. 

 
Public Opinion 
Public opinion on wind farms in Ireland remains overwhelmingly positive, particularly among 
those living in close proximity of a development. According to the SEAI RESS National Survey, 
a significant 73% of respondents who reside within 1 kilometre of a RESS1 wind project hold 
positive or very positive attitudes towards wind energy. Furthermore, 65% of these respondents 
believe that Ireland has too few wind farms, indicating strong local support for the expansion 
of wind energy infrastructure.  The survey can be accessed via this link: 
https://www.seai.ie/publications/SEAI-RESS-National-Survey.pdf 

 

Conclusion 
Community engagement and public consultation has been ongoing for over two years, with 
a dedicated CLO, who performed door-to-door house calls, issued information letters and 
leaflets, and was available via phone and email, to ensure that residents were informed of the 
proposed development.  

In addition, a dedicated website acts as a central information hub for the project and over 
1000 visits have been recorded on this website since its launch in July 2022 and the site will 
continue to act as the key information source.  

Moanmore Lower Green Energy has met the requirements of the 2006 regulations and has also 
followed industry best practice by preparing and submitting this Community Report as part of 
this planning application. Both the 2006 Wind Energy Development Guidelines and the 2019 
Draft Revised Wind Energy Guidelines have been taken into consideration in the approach to 
community consultation for the proposed development. 

We believe that we have demonstrated a considerable commitment to engaging with the 
residents throughout the pre-planning process. By proactively engaging with the residents 
through a variety of mediums, Moanmore Lower Green Energy has shown a genuine desire to 
create open dialogue with the community. Moanmore Lower Green Energy’s responsiveness 
to community input and feedback underscores our commitment to transparency and 
accountability. 

Through the availability of all information via print and online resources, one-to-one meetings, 
surveys, and other engagement initiatives, we have offered multiple opportunities for residents 
to express their thoughts, queries, and aspirations.  

We welcome continued engagement with residents as the planning application progresses. 
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